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Solid majority say wrong direction
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'H Two out of three reject Congress direction
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%ﬂ Large and growing majority rejects Bush direction
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Del ay unfavorable rating continues to rise
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Disengaging from Bush
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Bush approval continues down
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Bush enthusiasts gone
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It’s personal
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L_ost affection; new disdain
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The 2006 Fallout
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Iﬂ Democratic Lead Consolidates
\

The 48 percent ceiling
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Congressional Vote

With incumbents named
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Both candidates named if known
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'H Republicans now slipping
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Little increased confidence in Democrats
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Comparing now and 1993
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Party Thermometers Since 1964

Mean Thermometer Scores
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Voter Choice Scale
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Party Associations

: - - Change since
Biggest Democratic gains Jan 2005
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Party Associations

_ Change since
Less Improvement Jan 2005

For the middle class —g_ "
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%ﬂ Party Associations .
L ange since

Biggest Republican declines Jan 2005
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Smaller declines

%ﬂ Party Associations -
ange since
\

Jan 2005

For the middle class

35

Trustworthy -

Opportunity T 4

Shares your values
45

On your side
Y 40 -3

For families 3
43

America respected in the world

i

0 20 40 60
B Republicans Oct '05 [0 Republicans Jan "05
Democracy Corps “Now I'd like to ask you which party you associate more with these terms, the Democrats or Republicans?”

October 25, 2005
Figure # 23



Party Associations

Net

The Democrats’ strongest areas :
difference

For people, rather than big special interests +31
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Party Associations

Weaker Democratic advantages

Net
difference

Opportunity +8

For families +7

America respected in the world +7
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Think long term, not just short term +2

Creating prosperity 0
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Party Associations

Net

Significant in regression modeling difference
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Positive Attributes of Democratic Party

Total describes well — Biggest gains

Change since

Has new ideas for addressing the country's
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“For each word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes the Democratic Party very well, well, not too well, or not well



Positive Attributes of Democratic Party

Total describes well

Change since

Feb 2005
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“For each word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes the Democratic Party very well, well, not too well, or not well



Positive Attributes of Republican Party

Change since

Total describes well — Biggest declines March 2005

Trustworthy

In touch

Has new ideas for addressing the country's
problems

Shares the moral values of most Americans

Has the right priorities

On your side
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“For each word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes the Democratic Party very well, well, not too well, or not well



Negative Attributes of Republican Party

Change since

For big business, not
the middle class

Too conservative

Part of the
Washington mess
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“For each word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes the Democratic Party very well, well, not too well, or not well
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Irag war thermometer
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Iraq war not worth costs
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Iraqg: Less or More Secure
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'H Country divided on reducing troops
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'H Country divided on reducing troops
\J

The current course ~ We must stay the course We have done what we We have not finished our

cannot bring stability  to achieve stability and caninlrag,anditis missionin lraq, and
and we need to start finish the jobin Irag. time to start reducing  must stay the course to
reducing the number of the number of US troops achieve stability so the
U.S. troops in Irag. In Irag so the Iragis can  lIraqis will be able to
take control of their take control of their
country country
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Iﬂ Rising importance of alliances over military
\!

strength
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Domestic Debates
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Emphasis on community
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B The role of government should be to promote the principle of a strong community. America
Is most successful when we pull together to pursue policies that expand opportunity and
create a rising prosperity for all, not just a few.

B The role of government should be to promote the principle of self reliance. America is most

S GAITES successful when we have a limited government that keeps taxes low so that businesses and

October 25, 2005 individuals can prosper.
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Public does not see better economy

September 7th October 23rd

+19

The economy is The economy is The economy is The economy is
headed in the wrong headed in the right headed in the wrong headed in the right
direction direction. direction direction.
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'H Strong support for Creationism
\J

Humans evolved from earlier species God created humans in their present
form
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Iﬂ Attack on Republicans
\J|

Favoring millionaires over the poor Maa7 I
SErious Serious

doubts doubts

After Katrina, the president and Republicans say

we have to pay for the rebuilding. But despite that,

the Republicans are planning new tax cuts for

millionaires costing 32 billion dollars, while 34 64
proposing to slash spending for the poor, including

cutting funds for health care, food and home

heating oil relief. That is just an un-Christian

response in a very challenging time for people.

“Let me read you a statement that could be used to describe the Republicans in Washington. After the statement,
gigobzrra;g (238523 please tell me whether this description, if accurate, raises very serious doubts, serious doubts, minor doubts or no
Figure 440 real doubts in your own mind about the Republicans in Washington.”



Very
Serious Sserious
doubts doubts

Retreating from Iraq

%ﬂ Attack on Democrats
Total
\

Democrats want to pull out of Iraq before the Iraqgi

security forces are prepared to defend their

country. This will make the current situation in

Irag worse, as it will give al Qaeda and the 23 56
Insurgents more freedom to operate and allow

them to establish terrorist training camps and

secure headquarters where they can plot terrorist

attacks against the United States.

“Let me read you a statement that could be used to describe the Democrats in Washington. After the statement,
LU AT (0 please tell me whether this description, if accurate, raises very serious doubts, serious doubts, minor doubts or no

October 25, 2005 . . . .
Figure # 43 real doubts in your own mind about the Democrats in Washington.”



