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Mood is Downbeat
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DeLay unfavorable rating continues to rise
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Disengaging from Bush
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Bush approval continues down
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Bush enthusiasts gone
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Lost affection; new disdain
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The 2006 Fallout
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Little increased confidence in Democrats
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Iraq



Democracy Corps               
October 25, 2005
Figure # 32

Iraq war thermometer

42
47

50
47 48 49 51 53

41
37 37

40 39 38 39
34 35 33

5553 55

41 40

46

35
31

43 43

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Se
p-0

3

Dec-
03

M
ar

-04

Ju
n-0

4

Se
p-0

4

Dec-
04

M
ar

-05

Ju
n-0

5

Se
p-0

5

Net 
Difference

Election

-10 -17-10 -20-18-7-7-13-10+3+2-1

Katrina

-24 -20



Democracy Corps               
October 25, 2005
Figure # 33

48
44 42 43 43

40
43

38 40 41
37

33

42
45

46 47
52

565755 56 55 53
57 59

53 55

42

49
52

61

46

20

30

40

50

60

70
M

ay
-03

Ju
l-0

3
Se

p-
03

Nov
-0

3
Ja

n-
04

M
ar

-04
M

ay
-04

Ju
l-0

4
Se

p-
04

Nov
-0

4
Ja

n-
05

M
ar

-05
M

ay
-05

Ju
l-0

5
Se

p-
05

Nov
-0

5

Not worth the cost of U.S. lives and dollars
Worth the cost of U.S. lives and dollars

Net 
Difference

-10 -4 -- +8 +13 +10-1 +12

Election

+15 +10 +19-28

Iraq war not worth costs

+16+14 +16

Katrina

+22



Democracy Corps               
October 25, 2005
Figure # 34
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Favoring millionaires over the poor

After Katrina, the president and Republicans say 
we have to pay for the rebuilding.  But despite that, 
the Republicans are planning new tax cuts for 
millionaires costing 32 billion dollars, while 
proposing to slash spending for the poor, including 
cutting funds for health care, food and home 
heating oil relief.  That is just an un-Christian 
response in a very challenging time for people. 
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“Let me read you a statement that could be used to describe the Republicans in Washington. After the statement, 
please tell me whether this description, if accurate, raises very serious doubts, serious doubts, minor doubts or no 

real doubts in your own mind about the Republicans in Washington.”
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Retreating from Iraq

Democrats want to pull out of Iraq before the Iraqi 
security forces are prepared to defend their 
country.  This will make the current situation in 
Iraq worse, as it will give al Qaeda and the 
insurgents more freedom to operate and allow 
them to establish terrorist training camps and 
secure headquarters where they can plot terrorist 
attacks against the United States. 
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“Let me read you a statement that could be used to describe the Democrats in Washington. After the statement, 
please tell me whether this description, if accurate, raises very serious doubts, serious doubts, minor doubts or no 

real doubts in your own mind about the Democrats in Washington.”


