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America wants change
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Country turning on Bush
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Bush approval declines significantly
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Bush thermometer
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Iraq war thermometer
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“Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each 
word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes George Bush very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.”
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“Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word or 
phrase, please tell me whether it describes George Bush very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.”
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Country turning on Republican 
Congress
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Republican Congress thermometer
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Republican Party thermometer

28
31

28

37
33

20

29 31 30 32 32
36

33 35 37
41

36 36
39 40

45 44
50

43 43

59

48 47
52

45
48 46 44 44 43 45 47 47

42 43

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Ju
l-0

0
Oct-

00
Ja

n-
01

Apr
-0

1
Ju

l-0
1

Oct-
01

Ja
n-

02
Apr

-0
2

Ju
l-0

2
Oct-

02
Ja

n-
03

Apr
-0

3
Ju

l-0
3

Oct-
03

Ja
n-

04
Apr

-0
4

Ju
l-0

4
Oct-

04
Ja

n-
05

Apr
-0

5
Ju

l-0
5

Cool Warm

Net 
Difference

Election

+9 +6 +11+4 +3 +3+11+11+10+16+13+22+16+19+39+10+6+22+13+17



Democracy Corps               
August 4, 2005
Figure # 16

9

8

12

0 20 40 60

Bringing the right kind of
changes

Making progress tackling the
country's problems

Keeping their promises

Describes very well
Describes well

Republican Congress positive attributes

41

“Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe Congress. For each word or 
phrase, please tell me whether it describes the Republican Congress very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.”

36

38



Democracy Corps               
August 4, 2005
Figure # 17

18

24

20

25

27

30

38

34

40

38

0 20 40 60

Describes very well
Describes well

“Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe Congress. For each word or 
phrase, please tell me whether it describes the Republican Congress very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.”

Republican Congress negative attributes

68

54

50

67

54

48

62

59

54

61

Need to change their ways     
Care more about their party's partisan agenda than 

about the public interest

Owned by the special interest lobbyists in Washington
Works only for the most privileged and corporate 

interests

Does not work for average Americans

Doing nothing on the issues that matter to me

Too conservative

Stuck - making no progress on important problems

With all the focus abroad, not taking care of America
With all the global economic competition, not 

standing up for America



Democracy Corps               
August 4, 2005
Figure # 18

0.058

0.061

0.067

0.196

0.068

0 0.1 0.2 0.3

Regression Analysis

Making progress tackling the country's problems/ 
Bringing the right kind of changes 

Doing nothing on the issues that matter to me/ 
Stuck -- making no progress on important 

problems 

Owned by the special interest lobbyists in 
Washington 

Keeping their promises 

Too conservative 

Republican Party Therm by Republican Congress Negative Attributes



Democracy Corps               
August 4, 2005
Figure # 19

The 2006 Vote
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Vote Trends

The crumbling Republican vote
(greatest slippage since 2004)

� • White rural voters
� • White mainline Protestants
� • White post graduates

“Winnable” and change-protest voters 
(want change but not yet voting Democratic)

� • Midwestern voters
� • White older non-college
� • White seniors
� • Devout white Catholics
� • Unmarried women
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“Please tell me which statement comes closest to your own views, even if none are exactly right.”
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Holding back from Democrats
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Democratic Party thermometer
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Democratic Party thermometer
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Change Agenda
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Democratic change messages
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42

3933

5543

4135

REDUCED DEFICIT, ALTERNATIVE FUELS, LOWER DRUG PRICES

The Democrats say our country needs a change in direction. We'll cut the federal 
deficits by 50 percent, replace 7 million barrels of imported oil with American-
produced alternative fuels, and require the government to negotiate lower drug 

prices for seniors. 

The Republicans say they want to continue to lower taxes to strengthen the economy, 
reduce unnecessary government spending in order to cut the deficit, and strengthen 

our military so we can defeat the terrorists.

JOB CREATION CREDITS, ALTERNATIVE FUELS, LOWER DRUG PRICES

The Democrats say our country needs a change in direction. We'll create tax credits 
for companies creating jobs in America, replace 7 million barrels of imported oil 

with American-produced alternative fuels, and require the government to negotiate 
lower drug prices for seniors. 

The Republicans say they want to continue to lower taxes to strengthen the economy, 
reduce unnecessary government spending in order to cut the deficit, and strengthen 

our military so we can defeat the terrorists.

“After hearing the statements please tell me whether you prefer the Democratic statement or the Republican statement.”
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Democratic change messages

55

Prefer 
statement 
strongly

Total 
prefer 

statement

43

4135

5244

4639

JOB CREATION CREDITS, LOWER DRUG PRICES, LOBBYING REFORM

The Democrats say our country needs a change in direction. We'll create tax credits 
for companies creating jobs in America, require the government to negotiate lower 
drug prices for seniors, and implement strong lobby reforms barring members of 

Congress from becoming lobbyists.

The Republicans say they want to continue to lower taxes to strengthen the economy, 
reduce unnecessary government spending in order to cut the deficit, and strengthen 

our military so we can defeat the terrorists.

JOB CREATION CREDITS, ALTERNATIVE FUELS, LOWER DRUG PRICES

The Democrats say our country needs a change in direction. We'll create tax credits 
for companies creating jobs in America, replace 7 million barrels of imported oil 

with American-produced alternative fuels, and require the government to negotiate 
lower drug prices for seniors. 

The Republicans say they want to continue to lower taxes to strengthen the economy, 
reduce unnecessary government spending in order to cut the deficit, and strengthen 

our military so we can defeat the terrorists.

“After hearing the statements please tell me whether you prefer the Democratic statement or the Republican statement.”


