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The Change Election?
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The Federal Deficit

Taxes

Education

Social Security and Medicare

Affordable health care

Moral Values

The economy and jobs

Terrorism and national security

The situation in Iraq

Most Important Issues in Vote

“Which one of the following issues was the MOST important to you in deciding how to vote for a 
candidate for President? Was it…”

Top Two Issues
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Before the election, what I wanted to know
from the candidates was how you'll make
the economy and health care better for

people. 

  Before the election, what I wanted to
know from the candidates was how you'll

make us safe.

Economy or Safety Election

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

52

41
+11

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”

Closing Information for Choice
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America’s Security

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 
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America’s security depends on 
building strong ties with other 

nations

America’s security depends on its 
own military strength

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the 
FIRST statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is 

exactly right.”

Engage vs. Military
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The Iraq war has made us LESS secure. The Iraq war made us MORE secure. 

Iraq : More or Less Secure

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

49 +4

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”

45
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Homosexuality

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 
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Homosexuality is a way of life 
that should be accepted by 

society. 

Homosexuality is a way of life that 
should be discouraged by society. 

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”

Accept or Discourage
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John Kerry                     
Reasons to Support or Oppose
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Independence from Middle East oil

His military background and strength on security issues

Education

For the middle class, not those at the top

Stem cell research

The federal budget deficits

Social Security and prescription drugs

Women's rights, Including Abortion

Outsourcing and lack of good jobs

Improving U.S. relations with the world

The Iraq war

Tax cuts for the middle class instead of richest

For change and a new direction

Healthcare

Reasons to Vote for Kerry

“(IF VOTED FOR OR CONSIDERED VOTING FOR KERRY) Now, something different about your choice 
for president. Let me read you a list of reasons to (vote/consider voting) for John Kerry. Which THREE best 

describe the issues and qualities that led you to (vote/consider voting) for him?”

Top Three Reasons
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Reasons to Vote for Kerry

“Let me read you a list of reasons you voted for John Kerry. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE 
describe the most important issues and best reasons you voted for him?”

The Iraq war

His military background

For the middle class, not those at the top

Tax cuts for the middle instead of the rich
Outsourcing and lack of good jobs

Federal budget deficits

Improving U.S. relations with the world

Health care

For change and a new direction

Stem cell research
Education

Iraq and 
Foreign Policy-
66

Economic 
and Middle 
Class - 71

Problem Areas - 69
Social Security and prescription drugs

Oil independence

Areas of Support

Change - 25
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Reasons to Vote for Kerry
Bush Waverers

“Let me read you a list of reasons you voted for John Kerry. Regardless of how you voted, which 
THREE describe the most important issues and best reasons you voted for him?”

The Iraq war

His military background

For the middle class, not those at the top

Tax cuts for the middle instead of the rich
Outsourcing and lack of good jobs

Federal budget deficits

Improving U.S. relations with the world

Health care

For change and a new direction

Stem cell research
Education

Iraq and Foreign Policy- 53

Economic and Middle 
Class- 66

Problem Areas - 82
Social Security and prescription drugs

Oil independence

Change - 18
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Position on medical malpractice suits

Not strong for military

Restrictions on guns

Big government solutions and spending

Too risky with terrorist threat

His foreign policy that defers to UN

Position on Iraq war

Raising taxes

His anti-Vietnam war history

Too liberal

Abortion 

Gay marriage

Flip-flopping on issues

Doubts About Kerry

“Let me read you a list of doubts about John Kerry. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE describe the 
most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

Top Three Reasons not to vote for him
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Doubts About Kerry
Overall

“Let me read you a list of doubts about John Kerry. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE describe 
the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

Flip-flopping on issues

Gay marriage
Abortion

Anti-Vietnam history
Too liberal

Position on Iraq War 

Raising taxes

Big government solution and spending

Foreign policy that defers to UN
Too risky with terror threat

Not for strong military

Personal - 36

Cultural liberal - 92

Tax and spend - 28

Security and Foreign Policy - 50

Position on Medical Malpractice Suits
Restrictions on Guns
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Doubts about Kerry
Bush Waverers

“Let me read you a list of  doubts about John Kerry Regardless of how you voted, which THREE describe 
the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

Flip-flopping on issues

Gay marriage

Abortion
Anti-Vietnam history

Too liberal

Position on malpractice suits

Raising taxes
Big government solution and spending

Foreign policy that defers to UN

Too risky with terror threat
Not for strong military

Personal - 60

Cultural liberal - 99

Tax and spend - 25

Security and Foreign Policy - 68

Position on Iraq War

Restrictions on guns
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Reasons to Support and 
Oppose Bush
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His prescription drug plan

Social Security plans

Gun owner rights

His education changes

Made country safer

Gay marriage

Economy in right direction

The Iraq war

Abortion

Tax cuts

His religious faith

Decisive leader

The war against terrorism

Response to 9/11

Reasons to Vote for Bush

“(IF VOTED FOR OR CONSIDERED VOTING FOR KERRY) Now, something different about your 
choice for president. Let me read you a list of reasons to (vote/consider voting) for George Bush. 

Which THREE best describe the issues and qualities that led you to (vote/consider voting) for him?”

Top Three Reasons to vote for him
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Reasons to Vote for Bush
Areas of Support

“Let me read you a list of reasons you voted for George Bush. Regardless of how you voted, which 
THREE describe the most important issues and best reasons you voted for him?”

Decisive leader

Response to 9/11
The war against terrorism

The Iraq War
Made country safer

His religious faith
Abortion

Gay marriage
Gun owner rights

Tax cuts

Economy in right direction

His education changes
Social Security Plans

His prescription drug plan

Personal - 31

Terrorism - 97

Cultural - 72

Economic Policies - 35

Government initiatives - 18



Institute for America’s Future 
November 5 , 2004
Figure # 18

6

9

12

22

9

17

10

14

14

18

23

31

24

42

0 20 40 60

Reasons to Vote for Bush
Bush Waverers

“Let me read you a list of reasons you voted for George Bush. Regardless of how you voted, which 
THREE describe the most important issues and best reasons you voted for him?”

Decisive leader

Response to 9/11
The war against terrorism

Made country safer
Iraq war

Abortion
Religious faith

Gun owner rights
Gay marriage

Tax cuts
Economy in right direction

His education changes
Social Security Plans

His prescription drug plan

Personal - 22

Terrorism - 99

Cultural - 66

Economic Policies - 35

Economic Policies - 29
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Pushes religion too much

Policies toward rest of world

Environmental and energy policies

His rigid/stubborn leadership style

His prescription drug and Medicare reforms

Women's rights, including abortion position

Health care problems

Social Security privatization

Limits on stem cell research

Favors big corporate interests over middle class

Rising budget deficits

Job losses, outsourcing and little income growth

Big tax cuts for wealthy and corporations

The Iraq war   

Doubts About Bush

“Let me read you a list of doubts about George Bush. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE 
describe the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him”

Top Three Reasons not to vote for him
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Doubts About Bush
Overall

“Let me read you a list of doubts about George Bush. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE 
describe the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

The Iraq war

Big tax cuts for the wealthy
Job losses and outsourcing

Rising budget deficits
Favors big corporations over middle class

Limits on stem cell research
Women’s rights, including abortion

Pushes religion too much

Policies toward the rest of the world

Health care problems
His prescription drug and medicare reforms

Social security privatization

Environmental and energy policies

His rigid/stubborn leadership

Iraq and Foreign 
Policy- 41

Economic Policies- 86

Cultural - 33

His Policies - 45

Personal - 11
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Doubts About Bush
Bush Waverers

“Let me read you a list of doubts about George Bush. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE 
describe the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

The Iraq war

Big tax cuts for the wealthy
Job losses and outsourcing

Rising budget deficits
Favors big corporations over middle class

Limits on stem cell research

Health care problems

Pushes religion too much

Policies toward the rest of the world

Environment/energy

His prescription drug and Medicare reforms
Social security privatization

His rigid/stubborn leadership style

Iraq and Foreign Policy- 31

Economic Policies- 96

Cultural - 39

His policies - 53

Personal - 4

Women’s rights, including abortion
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The Progressives’ Campaign
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Before the conventions

During or right after the party conventions in July
and August

Soemtime in September

During or right after the debates

Couple of weeks before

Last few days

On election day

When Did You Decide On Your Vote?

“Which one of the following issues was the MOST important to you in deciding how to vote for a 
candidate for President? Was it…”
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Bush Kerry

Presidential Vote by Time of Decision
Net 

difference
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+24
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Contacted More by Kerry and Bush

Kerry a lot more
Kerry a little more 

Bush a lot more
Bush a little more 
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“Now, I'd like to ask you something different.  Over the course of the campaign, were you contacted more by 
people wanting you to vote for Kerry or were you contacted more by people who wanted you to vote for Bush?”

21
22

+6

Battleground Waver Kerry Waver Bush
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All Voters

25

16

+8



Institute for America’s Future 
November 5 , 2004
Figure # 26

4

6

7

7

7

8

8

12

3

5

0 10 20

Anti-guns groups

Pro business groups

Internet groups

Pro-choice groups

Senior citizen groups

Religious conservative groups 

Environmental groups

Pro-gun groups

Pro-life groups

Labor unions

Groups Voters Contacted By

“Now I'm going to read you a list of groups. Please tell me which groups, if any, you were contacted by 
regarding the most recent election?”
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The Cultural Polarization
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Doubts About Kerry
Overall

“Let me read you a list of doubts about John Kerry. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE describe 
the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

Flip-flopping on issues

Gay marriage
Abortion

Anti-Vietnam history
Too liberal

Position on Iraq War 

Raising taxes

Big government solution and spending

Foreign policy that defers to UN
Too risky with terror threat

Not for strong military

Personal - 36

Cultural liberal - 92

Tax and spend - 28

Security and Foreign Policy - 50

Position on Medical Malpractice Suits
Restrictions on guns
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(37%)

Economy and jobs 
(35%)

Healthcare  (15%)
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Bush Kerry

Presidential Vote by Issue
Net 

difference

+81

Kerry Advantages

+34

+40

+28
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+24
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Kerry Bush
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White Voters
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The Diminished Economic 
Debate
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I worry more that George Bush would be
too ready to go to war. 

   I worry more that John Kerry would not
be resolute enough before the terrorist

threat

Debate One

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

44

52
-9

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”

Too Ready for War vs. Not Resolute on Terrorism
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I worry more that George Bush would be too ready to go to war.

I worry more that John Kerry would not be resolute enough before the

Debate One: Security

Net 
Difference +79 +51 -64 -87

The Waverers
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Before the election, what I wanted to know
from the candidates was how you'll make
the economy and health care better for

people. 

  Before the election, what I wanted to
know from the candidates was how you'll

make us safe.

Debate Two: Economy vs. Safety 

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

52

41
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“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”
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Before the election, what I wanted to know from the candidates was how
you'll make the economy and health care better for people. 
Before the election, what I wanted to know from the candidates was how
you'll make us safe.

Debate Two: Economy vs. Safety

Net 
Difference +54 +49 +13 -40

The Waverers
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Real Differences Between Bush and Kerry

Real differences- Big
Real differences- Small 

No Real Differences

87

58

“Overall, do you think there were real differences on the important issues between John Kerry 
and George Bush, or were there no real differences on the issues?…on the economy were there 

real differences between Bush and Kerry on creating jobs?”

Overall vs. Economy

Overall The economy
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Doubts About Bush
Overall

“Let me read you a list of doubts about George Bush. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE 
describe the most important issues and best reasons NOT to vote for him?”

The Iraq war

Big tax cuts for the wealthy
Job losses and outsourcing

Rising budget deficits
Favors big corporations over middle class

Limits on stem cell research
Health care problems

Pushes religion too much

Policies toward the rest of the world

Health care problems
His prescription drug and medicare reforms

Social security privatization

Environmental and energy policies

His rigid/stubborn leadership

Iraq and Foreign 
Policy- 41

Economic Policies- 86

Cultural - 33

His Policies - 45

Personal - 11



Institute for America’s Future 
November 5 , 2004
Figure # 44

43
33

0

20

40

60

When it comes to economic policy, our first
priority should be investing in education,
health care, and energy independence.  

   When it comes to economic policy, our
first priority should be reducing the deficit

and government spending.

Economic Policy

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

54

40

+14

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”
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Issue Debates
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We should preserve the
Social Security system
and guarantee current

benefit levels.  

We should allow
individuals to invest a
portion of their Social

Security funds in
private retirement

accounts.

We should preserve the
Social Security system
and guarantee current

benefit levels.  

We should allow
individuals to invest a
portion of their Social

Security funds in
private retirement

accounts paid for by
reducing guaranteed

benefits. 

Social Security

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

57

40

+17
55

37

+18



Institute for America’s Future 
November 5 , 2004
Figure # 48

47

21

0

20

40

60

We should enforce labor and
environmental protections in our trade
accords and challenge China's unfair

policies because American jobs are being
lost.  

We should sustain our current trade
policies and provide training for displaced
workers because America benefits if our

companies can invest and expand to
markets abroad.

Trade Policy

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 
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“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”
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We must fundamentally reform the health
care system because too many Americans

cannot keep up with the rising cost of
health care.  

We have the best medical care in the world
and we can restrain prices by adding more

competition.

Healthcare

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 

72

24

+48

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”
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The best way to reduce the budget deficit is
to invest in education, health care, and
energy independence to create jobs and

stimulate economic growth. 

  The best way to reduce the budget deficit
is  to lower government spending and

enforce pay as you go rules on any further
spending.

The Deficit

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 
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39
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“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”
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The Iraq war has
made us LESS secure. 

The Iraq war made us
MORE secure. 

The way we have
waged the war on
terror has made us

LESS secure

The way we have
waged the war on
terror has made us

MORE secure

Iraq and the War on Terror: More or Less Secure

1st Statement- Strongly
1st Statement- Not so strongly 

2nd Statement- Strongly
2nd Statement- Not so strongly 
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+4

“Now I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right.”
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Priorities
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End our dependence on Mideast oil in 10 years

 Establish a national health care plan similar to
Medicare that provides coverage for every American

Lead an international effort that forces Iran and North
Korea to stop development of their nuclear weapons

Guarantee affordable health insurance for every
American

Enlist international support in Iraq so we can start
withdrawing American troops

Guarantee Social Security benefits will not be cut

Single Highest Top Few

Top Priorities for Congress and Administration
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“Now I'm going to read you a list of proposals the new Congress and administration will consider.  I'd like 
to find out how high a priority you think each of these issues should receive from the new Congress and 
administration.  For each proposal, tell me if you think it should be the SINGLE highest priority, one of 

the TOP FEW priorities, but not the highest, NEAR THE TOP of the list, in the MIDDLE OF THE LIST, 
or TOWARD THE BOTTOM of the list of priorities for the new Congress and administration.”

Top Tier



Institute for America’s Future 
November 5 , 2004
Figure # 54

11

13

16

15

18

18

0 20 40 60

Locate and secure loose nuclear weapons in the former Soviet
Union

Raise the minimum wage

Repeal tax breaks for companies that move jobs overseas

Invest in smaller classes and teacher pay

Give Medicare the power to negotiate lower drug prices and
allow the re-importation of cheaper prescription drugs from

Canada

Reduce the budget deficit

Single Highest Top Few

43

36

42

31

29

36

Top Priorities for Congress and Administration
2nd Tier

“For each proposal, tell me if you think it should be the SINGLE highest priority, one of the TOP FEW 
priorities, but not the highest, NEAR THE TOP of the list, in the MIDDLE OF THE LIST, or TOWARD 

THE BOTTOM of the list of priorities for the new Congress and administration.”
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Increase the minimum wage and overturn Bush's restriction on
overtime

Allow Medicare to negotiate prices with drug companies and
allow the re-importation of prescriptions drugs from Canada

Cut the deficit and move toward a balanced budget

Increase education funding to meet higher standards

Roll back tax cuts for those making over 200,000 dollars a year

Move to independence from Mideast oil

Internationalize the conflict in Iraq

Extend health care coverage to 95 percent of Americans and
cut health care costs

Priority of Kerry Proposals

“I am going to read you a list of initiatives that John Kerry has proposed during the course of the campaign. 
Assuming John Kerry wins the election, which of the following would you like to see him address FIRST?”
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Extend the Patriot Act

Create private health savings accounts

Pass more tax cuts for businesses and individuals

Pass a constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage

Make the tax cuts passed during his first administration
permanent

Stay the course in Iraq

Reform Social Security to allow individuals to invest some
of their own funds

Eliminate junk lawsuits

Continue the war on terrorism

Priority of Bush Proposals

“I am going to read you a list of initiatives that George Bush has proposed during the course of the campaign. 
Assuming George Bush wins the election, which of the following would you like to see him address FIRST?”
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Begin to withdraw US troops immediately
from Iraq

Maintain our current commitment in Iraq

Increase US troops to gain better control over
areas of Iraq that are currently unstable

Secure more international support so we can
reduce America's burden

Strategies for Iraq

“Let me read you a list of possible strategies for the United States dealing with the situation in Iraq. 
Which comes closes to your view of how the United states should deal with the current situation.”
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Scale back further spending on education and health
care

Raise the retirement age

Raise taxes across the board in order to pay down
the deficit

Cut defense spending other than for the war on
terror

Cut subsidies for large farms

Cut taxes to spur growth and increasegovernment
revenue

Repeal the tax cuts for the top one percent

Eliminate off-shore tax havens used by large
companies

Fixing the Deficit

“With the country facing record budget deficits, leaders in Washington are looking at various ideas to 
address the deficit. Which TWO of the following would you choose to reduce the deficit?”
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Impact of Events
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Questions raised about George Bush's National
Guard service.

Recent stories about growing U.S. military activity
around Fallujah and large numbers of marines kil led

in last few days

The stories about the administration not securing
377 tons of explosives in Iraq, despite warning from

international inspectors

Christopher Reeves' efforts on behalf of stem cell
research and stories about George Bush limiting

future research

The presidential debates between George Bush and
John Kerry

More likely to vote for Kerry
More likely to vote for Bush 

Impact of Events: Kerry Advantages
Net 

difference

+21

+15

More likely to vote Kerry vs. More likely to vote  Bush

+21

+14

+15
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The release of the Osama bin Laden videotape

The Bush "Wolves" ad, reminding people that 
Kerry doesn't understand the terrorists out there

and opposed intelligence funding

 The TV ads and stories about Vietnam veterans
who said that John Kerry's anti-war activities hurt

our POWs

 In the final debate, John Kerry mentioning Dick
Cheney's lesbian daughter when answering a
question about the nature of homosexuality

George Bush's call for a constitutional amendment
to ban gay marriages

More likely to vote for Bush 
More likely to vote for Kerry

Impact of Events: Bush Advantages
Net 

difference

-22

-6

More likely to vote for Kerry vs. More likely to vote for Bush

-13

-3

-9


